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Wright Soil and Water Conservation
District was proud to name Curt and Judy
Forst as our county’s 2023 Outstanding
Conservationist of the Year.

Since 1999, the Forst’s have lived on the
shores of Howard Lake and been
members of the lake association. In 2001,
Curt became Association President. They
were instrumental in starting their lake
and stream sampling program and
treatment of Eurasian Watermilfoil. They
promoted partnering with the city to
install a public access rain garden,
stormwater drain marking and several
shoreline plantings. Curt is also president
of the Wright County Coalition of Lake
Associations, a member of the Wright
County AIS Advisory Committee and
Water Management Task Force. 

The Forst’s have shown relentless drive
working with landowners around the lake
to solve erosion issues and connecting
partners to implement projects. The
Wright SWCD admires Curt and Judy for
their continued efforts towards
conservation.
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The Wright SWCD Tree Program
offers inexpensive bareroot tree

seedling each spring for
conservation planting. 

Tree Program Store is NOW OPEN
for anyone on our website!

wrightswcd.org
 Order soon, supplies are limited.

TREE PROGRAM 2024

A NOTE FROM THE DESK OF ERIC MATTSON: It has been an unusual winter thus far. Maybe
you have been thinking about spring planting
lately. Winter may not be finished with us yet,

but it is a great time for preparation.
Browse the Tree Store on our new website

and plan for spring planting. We have a “Fruit
and Nut 10 Pack” this year along with two

native plant kits and two seed mix options. 
Tree tubes and stakes are offered again. 

They will ship direct to you from the
manufacturer and do not need to be ordered
separately from trees. Tree pickup times are

planned for late April.
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https://www.wrightswcd.org/category/all-products


TREE LIST
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     Water Quality Information Readily Available On Our New Website
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Are you curious about the water quality of a lake in Wright County? Thanks to some wonderful

volunteers, over 30 lakes in Wright County have data available, some going back over 20 years.

If a lake you are interested in
doesn’t have data you can
volunteer! Samples are taken
once a month in May, June,
July, August, and September.
Analysis costs in 2023 were
$300. Data is then worked up
by SWCD staff to make the
graphs. In addition, the data
is used by SWCD staff and
state agencies to make
conservation minded
decisions. Contact
Alicia O’Hare
alicia.ohare@usda.gov
to learn more.

This data can now be viewed

on the water monitoring

page on our new website. An

interactive map allows users

to click on select lakes and

view a pdf with the data and

explanations. 

mailto:alicia.ohare@usda.gov


Each year Wright SWCD hosts a photo contest and uses the submitted photos on our
website, in reports, and on social media. The unedited, non-photoshopped pictures must

be taken in Wright County between January 1 and December 1. 
The four categories are: 1) Landscape & Wildlife, 2) Active Recreation, 3) Humorous or

Unusual Observation, and 4) Conservation Efforts.
1st place winners receive $100 and 2nd place winners receive $50 in each of the four

categories. Multiple entries are accepted.
Check out our website wrightswcd.org for additional details and the entry form!
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2023 Photo Contest Winners
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Whitney started with the District in September of 2023.
Her interest and exposure to Soil and Water Conservation Districts
peaked in December 2022, when her husband’s farm operation was
awarded the Area IV Outstanding Conservationist of the Year. She

spent the previous eleven years working for a global agricultural
company, with the last nine years focused on seed sales and

production in Central Minnesota. 
Whitney holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration. She
assists with accounting, benefits, grant reporting, marketing and

promotions, event logistics, along with supporting the District
Manager and our Board of Supervisors.

WHITNEY PETERSON
Operations Specialist

EMPLOYEE  SPOTL IGHT

Active Recreation

Conservation Efforts

http://wrightswcd.org/
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